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posure, seeing new glory to be won in almost insur-
mountable difficulties." The bulletin confessed that
the Cossacks," that contemptible cavalry which simply
makes a noise, and is incapable of breaking through
a company of light infantry, was made by circum-
stances most formidable." While omitting much, he
announced the crossing of the Beresina, and closed
thus: " That the army needs to reform its discipline,
to form anew, to get new horses for the cavalry, the
artillery, and its baggage train, is evident from what
has been said. Its first need is rest. In all its move-
ments the Emperor has continually marched amid
his guard; the cavalry being commanded by the
Marshal, the Duke of Istria, the infantry by the
Duke of Dantzic. Our cavalry was so short of
horses that all the officers who had a single horse
had to be collected, in order to make four companies
of one hundred and fifty men each. Generals served
as captains; colonels as uncommissioned officers. This
sacred squadron, commanded by General Grouchy,
and under the orders of the King of Naples, never lost
sight of the Emperor in all his movements. His
Majesty's health was never better."

In this famous bulletin there certainly prevailed a
tone of frankness which was not without grandeur,
and it lent the figure of the Emperor, in better health
than ever amid so many trials, an epic and majestic
air; yet Napoleon's adversaries, especially the Royal-
ists, reproached him with it most bitterly. Chateau-
briand thus speaks of it in his M3 moires d'outre